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furniture design

Today’s budgets for bar and club 
interiors are tighter than ever 
so designers are having to be 
more creative with their furniture 

selection. “Finding one-off stand-out vintage 
pieces and re-covering them with bright 
material or leather to sit with your simpler 
modern classics not only helps stretch the 
budget it also creates a great look,” says 
Benedikt Hauksson of Your Studio, a specialist 
in hospitality interiors. “Creating the correct 
balance of furniture is always a challenge for 
any designer. When you get the balance of 
vintage and modern right there is nothing 

more aesthetically pleasing.”
Benedikt cites Soho House in Berlin, 

which opened in May, as the best example 
of how this can work. It was created in a 
listed 1928 late-Bauhaus building, formerly 
a department store and then Communist 
Party offices. “Designer Susie Atkinson has 
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Albert’s Bar & Dining
The Pienza swivel bar stool from furniture 
and design specialist Andy Thornton is 
proving popular with British bar and 
club operators. It was used as part of 
the company’s fit-out of Albert’s Bar & 
Dining (pictured) in Harrogate, North 
Yorkshire, for restaurant group Damn 
Yankee, alongside other features such as 
an antiquated oak bar and fixed booth 
seating with leather upholstery.

The Pienza bar stool combines an 
extra-deep seat, which can be upholstered 
in any colour of leather or fabric, with 
solid chrome base and foot rail, providing 
an air of luxury. It is available with an 
upholstered back rest or as a simple bar 
stool. The centre column is available in 
chromed steel as standard or with a beech 
column stained to match surrounding 
timber finishes. Pienza can also be 

combined with tall drink stand tables from 
the Thornton range for use away from the 
bar.

reinvented the space, mixing English charm, 
such as floral seat coverings and velvet 
sofas, with Tom Dixon’s industrial chic,” 
Benedikt explains. He also cites Tom Dixon’s 
modern classic plump sofa and the vintage 
1952-designed Pretzel armchair which give 
“a sophisticated premium feel that will age 


